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THE GARDEN WHISTLE  

Thank you for allowing me to be your president for 
another term, it is humbling.  

Well we have come out the other side of this Covid 
thing just to find the fat lady has not sung yet 
(slightly unPC) 

There appears to be a wee sting in its tail 

How that affects us will come out over the next 
couple of months 

Now the winter weather is upon us and we are snug 
in our homes, time turns to thinking about the spring 
and summer to come 

Now is the time to plan for that period and gather 
nuts (sorry items) you require to turn dreams into 
reality (refer vision statement) 

I used the last month to do some of that and you will 
see some of that in Whatôs he been up to this time 

I am working on improving the U drive layout and 
planning to work on the club one next as well as 
tunnel build for the layout 

Through our new committee we will announce future 
meetings and events and working bees and the like 

We have had our AGM and I feel it went as well as I 
hoped it would, while some are disappointed that we 

require rules because we have not needed them for 
thirty years, and they are correct, the club worked in 
a way, but some did not play nice and ruined that. 
We now have a process for now and into the future 
as a guideline for current and future members of the 
group 

I do not know about you but I am excited about the 
show in October and the Convention 2021, I unlike 
many actually love dealing and talking to the public 
( well talking to anyone actually) about trains, G 
scale in particular , it is a great opportunity to 
promote our scale 

Looking forward to hearing from you all over the 
next wee while about those things you wish your 
new committee try resolve 

I am looking forward to catching up with you all as 
time and circumstances allow 

And just a quick note to say a huge thank you to Ian 
and Ann for the brilliant support they have given the 
club in the past year. I deeply appreciate it as I am 
sure you all do 

Yours in the Garden and on the work bench  

Andrew Wilson 

Whatôs he up to Now? 
Andrew Wilson, West Melton 

This is an LGB dealer sign I purchased several years ago, I have Finally hung it up 
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This is the Grain silo complex I am working on.  I have now decided on its final placing and are putting the 
pipework and associated vignette'ô together 

This is the Rotokohu Station sign, the Station was half way between Reefton and Inangahua Junction 

Station pulled down in 70ôs, sign placed on bridge, bridge replaced by culverts in 2000ôs.  I purchased it from a local 
farmer 

I have stripped the old white paint off and have protected the outline of the original lettering 

A bit more prep then two coats of paint to go 

Future project work started is the bridges for the U Drive layout and the branch line tunnel for the garden layout/  



Page 4 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE  

Christchurch Garden Railway Group 
Committee Profiles 

Following AGM Elections 

President 

Hi, my name is Andrew J Wilson and I am the 
Groups President for the ensuing period to the next 
AGM in 2021 

I live in West Melton with my wife Nicola and our 
fat cat Calliope. My three children have all grown up 
and left home and I am now a grandad to wee Charlie 
who I plan to shower gifts of trains on. 

My interest in G scale came as you know, in my 
ramblings when my good friend, Jim brought a 
Climax and introduced me to large scale trains 

Twenty years and two hundred plus items in my 
collection later, I am well and truly hooked. At 
present I am building my fourth Railway, bigger and 
better than before as an operational coal railway 
based loosely on the West Coast of New Zealand, 
think Merv Smithôs Piki Piki tramway on steroids, 
ñThe Wilson Valley Railroadò 

My goal this coming year is to get this railway to 
operational standards and be part of the 2021 
Convention tour, also to organise some fish n chip 
meets during the working week for members 

I will continue my monthly ramblings and ñWhatôs 
he up to this time detailing my latest modelling 
attempts  

Looking forward to a great year with an awesome 
group of modellers 

 

Secretary/Editor 

Ian Galbraith.  I married Ann in 1965 and started 
railway modelling, NZR 1:64 scale in 1969 as a 
member of the Hastings Model Railway Club.  Was 
Chairman of the 1974 Model Railway Convention in 
Hastings.  

We shifted to the Wairarapa in 1981 and I called a 
meeting which resulted in the formation of The 
Wairarapa Railway Modellers where I was secretary/
editor for thirty years. I was Secretary of the 1992 
Model Railway Convention held in Masterton. 

Ann and I moved to Rangiora in 2012 following my 
retirement in 2006.  We have a son and daughter-in-
law and grandson in Christchurch as well as our 
daughter.  

We attended Garden Railway Conventions in Las 
Vegas and Denver and have been involved in running 
four Garden Railway Conventions in NZ. 

I had a forty-four year involvement with the 
NZAMRC serving as Area Rep, Secretary, Vice 

President, Assistant Treasurer and twelve years as 
Completion Committee Chairman. 

I started in G Scale in 2005 and had an extensive 
layout in Masterton.  This was uplifted and all items 
were shipped to Rangiora where a new railway was 
started.  Recent changes have been made and details 
are now work in progress 

 

Treasurer 

David Day   

Hi all, just a quick bit of info about me as your new 
treasurer for the Garden Railway Group for those 
who donôt know me. 

I was for about some 50 years working as a self 
employed builder, building new houses, alterations & 
repairs with multiple staff numbers as required for 
various projects around the South Island. 

We were  also involved with shop fit outs in 
Wellington, Auckland, Invercargill & Sydney for 
Kathmandu retail shops.  

Our last major project was to earthquake proof & 
paint the shops in New Regent St. After earthquake 
proofing 3 of the shops & repairing them we were to 
start painting  the  day  the earthquakes hit & that was 
the end of that project. The shops we earthquake 
proofed were fine, but the rest of them were a bit sad. 
After that I decided to build 6 of the shops in G scale 
for the train lay out. 

I went into semi retirement about 4 years ago & liked 
it so much I took up the job full time. 

I have been in the Christchurch Garden Railway 
Group for some time now & have enjoyed every 
moment of it. To me it is the sort of club where a few 
people with the same interests can get together on a 
running day, run some of your gear, have a natter, 
cup of tea & have an enjoyable day 

If you are having any problems with your lay out or 
running gear there is always someone who can sort it 
for you and help you on the way.. I can see the club 
going ahead in the future and with the Convention 
next year we are in for a very exciting time and 
getting to know a lot of  people.  

I donôt intend to stay in this position for the here & 
after, but I will give it my best shot until the next 
A.G.M. 

I intend to stay around in the club for a long time yet 
(I will need that time to start building my layout) 
watch this space. 
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Committee Member 

Bill Stanley 

Background & G scale goals. 

I was born in Christchurch, and have lived in 
Auckland 25 years, and Thailand 5 years, before 
returning to Christchurch in 2003. 

Most of my working career was in the pharmaceutical 
industry in marketing and management. 

As a child I was given by my Grandfather ( who 
worked for NZR ) a Hornby train set, hence starting 
the interest in trains.  

We moved to our current location in Lincoln in 2016 
which had a great area to develop our railway and has 
also allowed more time to be spent on this project. 
Our ñPirfic Stationò is around 60% complete, it is my 
goal to have it 80% by the time of our convention 
2021. 

 

Committee Member 

Andrew Hamers,   

I have been in the Garden Railway Group in 
Christchurch since my very first purchase in 2000. I 
started out with just an engine, a Milwaukee Aristo-
Craft Pacific. I purchased it at the Big Train show at 
Pioneer stadium having patiently waited for it drop in 
price every hour until I could afford it. Being an 

apprentice carpenter at the time $325 was still a lot of 
money and I needed a loan from my mother to buy 
petrol that week to get to work. But that was the start 
of G Scale for me.  

Soon after I met up with the train club and attended 
meetings on a regular basis. Making semi regular 
purchases as a single man. 99% of my now collection 
is either Aristo-Craft or USA trains, I like big trains. I 
enjoy running them and sharing them with my family 
and friends. In more recent years having started a 
family, priorities change and my railway ambitions 
have taken a back seat. Now having 2 sons I have 
indoctrinated them into the world of trains. Our 
oldest Oliver has a keen interest and with the passing 
of time I have come to allow him more and more 
freedom with Dadôs trains. 

Our next journey together is to start our new railway 
having moved from our last residence the old railway 
is a distant memory of the past. Having volunteered 
to join the committee as a way of getting more 
involved my only premise is to encourage us as a 
group to gravitate to what we are, a group of people 
who are like minded individuals and families who 
share their enjoyment of large scale trains in 
whatever form that may take. And encourage others 
to partake in the Monthly Sunday afternoon ritual of 
dusting off a train, taking it along, having a run and 
enjoying a cuppa at the end of it. 

The Silent Generation 
This is a powerful testament to who we are, what we achieved, how we lived, and how we have expressed our 

undying belief in ourselves é we are the last true citizens!  

 Born in the 1930s and early 40s, we exist as a very special age cohort.  We are the silent         generation.  We 

are the smallest number of children born since the early 1900s. We are the last ones.  Let you younger ones 

understand é  

 We are the last generation to experience an interlude when there were no existential threats to our homeland.    

 We came of age in the 40s and early 50s. The war was over, and the Cold War, terrorism, Martin Luther 

King, civil rights, technological upheaval, global warming, and perpetual economic insecurity had yet to haunt 

life with    insistent unease.  

 Only our generation can remember both a time of apocalyptic war and a time when our world was secure and 

full of bright promise and plenty. We have lived through both.  

 We grew up at the best possible time, a time when the world was getting better, not worse.  

 We are the Silent Generation, the last ones.   

 The last of us was born in 1944, more than 99.9% of us are either retired or dead, and all of us believe we 

grew up in the best of times!!!  

(Reprinted from the Hastings Model Railway Club Newsletter) 
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Christchurch Garden Railway Group 
Show and Tell 

Following afternoon tea at the conclusion of the AGM there was a short Show and Tell session 

Dennis Lindsay had his American freight depot. This was one of six assembled by The Canterbury Construc-
tors Group.  Dennis cut out the 3mm ply walls and members of the group then fished them.  Dennis chose 
board and batten cladding whilst others used differing finishes.  The doors, windows and chimney were 3D 

printed by Ian Galbraith 

John Lammiman showed of his latest purchase, a USA Trains NW-2 
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Bill Stanleyôs scratch-built General Store and Andrew Wilsonôs Signal box both have windows printed by Ian 
Galbraith 

Brian Heward & Noel Collingwood look on while Dennis Lindsay and Kabita Whale set up to demonstrate 
their method of producing corrugated roofing 
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The railway is located on the hills in Christchurch, so 

I have been able to use natural contours to make 

gradients incorporating bridges, tunnels, and a 

viaduct (presently under construction).  

The railway is approximately 100 meters long and 

comprises an east and west end, joined by a 17-metre 

long wall which has some graffiti type art on it done 

by a friendôs daughter. It is basically a big weaving 

loop with a small station and siding area as well as a 

reversing loop.   

I am planning to use short trains, so gradients are 

steep - in one brief place up to 5%. This has been 

tested and works ok with the small LGB Stainz loco 

pulling four or five small carriages. Larger 

locomotives can of course pull more.  The track will 

be electrified and most of my gear is LGB.  The 

minimum radius is R3 in LGB language or 1238mm.  

There are 2 tunnels which are often inhabited by the 

neighbourôs cat and a 2400mm long bridge (yet to be 

completed). The most challenging part is underway 

which is the construction of a 180-degree arched 

curved viaduct on a gradient. This has been done by 

inserting polystyrene cut out arches between curved 

plywood boxing and then using reinforcing steel rods 

and concrete. At the time of writing the concrete is 

still setting, so the test as to how it turns out is yet to 

be seen when the boxing is removed!! 

The Covid 19 lock down coupled with good autumn 

weather has certainly helped progress and I enclose 

some photos to give you an idea of progress. 

New Railway Under Construction 
Mel Sanders, Clifton, Christchurch 

West end rails laid 3 March 2020 

See this railway during the 12th National Garden Railway Convention, 6-8 February 2021 
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2 April 2020 

3 April 2020 
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East end April 2020 

Viaduct planning, April 2020 
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Viaduct construction, April 2020 
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A good number of us are attracted to óGô scale 

because of the size; the bigger the better, and there is 

a group of us who like to run the largest trains 

possible, but this comes with a heavy cost of drawbar 

pull weight.   When I first started with my LGB 

Moguls, I was going to run trains of 10 bogie wagons 

plus engine, something like 20 feet of train; but I was 

beginning to be concerned with the drawbar 

weight.   An LGB óGô scale boxcar isnôt a light 

vehicle; get a long train of them and then you now 

dealing with a serious weight issue, to ease this 

problem I built my railway with a fairly level track 

and even then with my large garden I ended up with 

the longest passing loop of only 18ft.  

When I purchased my secondhand LGB/Aster K28; 

here was a powerful looking engine that should be 

able to pull 2 to 3 times the allocated 9 bogie box cars 

to it. It has been converted to battery power [20 AAs] 

but I was only getting a limited running time on my 

fairly level track and I was still very concerned with 

that drawbar pull on the gearboxes etc. [it has two 

motors and gearboxes]; I donôt know if these have 

spares available?  I understand several Bachmann 

engines also suffer this gearbox problem when used 

on long trains. 

Several years ago, the NZR 9mm scale boys I 

understand were having trouble with their larger 

engines pulling scale length trains that mostly were 

made up with white metal wagons. They were later 

converted to ball bearings fixing one problem, free 

rolling stock and then creating another; rolling stock 

that wonôt stay where you left it unless its dead 

flat.   Us; working outside will have an extra problem 

with the wind blowing the free running unbraked 

wagons down the track; chocks will be needed.   Also, 

there could be another potential hazard with a 

Fitting Roller Bearings 
Michael Hilliar, Manurewa, Auckland 

Set up for drilling out the bogie side frames for the roller bearings 
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runaway on a graded track; which could turn it 

into a rollercoaster?  

I have just converted 13 of my box cars to these 

Chinese roller bearings which have an outside 

diameter of 6.5mm, internal of 3mm for the axel and 

are 6mm wide and available from https://

www.aliexpress.com/item/32221546504.html?

spm=a2g0s.9042311.0.0.27424c4dUAGJ3a 

A drill press is a must and a jig needs to be 

constructed to give uniformity for the new bearings. 

The jig for the LGB bar framed goods bogies is a lot 

easier because the side frame has flats that can be 

used to register a flat base to work from.  Other type 

of bogies will be more difficult to find a flat surface 

to register a level working surface.  As you can see 

from the picture the jig is fairly simple; made from 

MDF.  The strips are a tight fit between the axel 

boxes and the bolster so when assembled there is no 

movement; precision is a must. Use the 4 bogie sides 

at both ends when assembling the jig to make sure the 

base strips are parallel.  

The Jig with a bogie in it was then lined up with the 

drill chuck using a 3.5mm drill and once in position 

securely clamped in place 

I used a 6.6mm drill for push in fit as a 6.5 drill bit is 

just too tight in case you need to remove the bearing 

again. 

Fortunately, my drill press has a depth gauge but if 

yours doesnôt you will need to come up with a stop as 

you will need to drill down about 5mm leaving at 

least 1mm proud to keep the wheel from touching the 

bogie frames. 

I did find a slight variation in the different bogies 

which had been manufactured over the years so there 

was bit of adjustment is needed in the bearing depth 

to stop the bogie sides clamping the wheel. 

I also found variations in drilling the plastic with the 

drill grabbing especially at the bottom, so requiring 

the frame to be securely held down. The drill was run 

at its fastest speed with a slow feed. If it did grab for 

most times it was at the bottom of the cut; and if I 

ended up with a deeper hole than I required; I would 

pack out/adjust the bearing with 6mm washers. 

Hopefully you have found this informative but as I 

stated earlier there are benefits and hazards of fitting 

these roller bearings. 


