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Letter to the Editor
A copy of the December 2019 issue of The Garden Whistle was sent to PIKO America
Greetings, Ian!
Thanks for the nice review of the new PIKO R/C
receiver. I hope your friends will find many uses for
that, as well as the 35008 R/C Controller for Analog
Track Power, which uses the same 35041 Pocket
Remote.

We actually have a version of that in the American
market, under the item number 35028, which
packages the 35008, the 35041 and a 5-Amp
"transformer" or switching power supply. I think
you'll find this can operate on your NZ household
mains voltage with no problems, using just a
converter plug. Then your friends with track-

powered layouts can enjoy wireless walk-around
control as well.
I love the photo on the cover of this issue!
Best regards,
Jonathan Meador
PIKO America, LLC
4610 Alvarado Canyon Rd. #5
San Diego CA 92120 USA
Phone 619-280-2800
Fax 619-280-2843
www.piko-america.com

The PIKO receiver installed in the Aristo Craft FA 1, as described in the December 2019 issue of The Garden
Whistle (As mentioned, the Revo receiver was removed for this test. The black & white cables are part of the
Revo install) Battery pack is made up of 16 x 1.2V 2500mAh NiMh cells giving 19.2V.
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What’s on the workbench
Ian C Galbraith, Rangiora
As stated in the December issue of The Garden Whistle track power failed
on the November Running day.
Investigation after the event showed a failed track in the Train Engineer
receiver. There was no evidence of a short or overheating. The track was
replaced by a wire link and power to the track was restored.
Further testing was carried out and it was found that the link wires under an
Aristo craft turnout were loose. As all turnouts are fitted with Split Jaw
clamps, removal of the turnout for repair was easy. The loose connections
were tightened and the turnout reinstalled.
However, checking further was difficult with trying to use two multimeters,
one for voltage and one for current, using a motor as a load
A better method was called for. A voltmeter and ammeter were on hand as
was a .motor. A box was designed and printed to hold the three components. A bridge rectifier was inserted between the track lead and the volt
meter so that polarity did not matter. (The bridge rectifier did reduce the
voltage reading slightly, but this was only for reference as a reference reading was taken first at the track feed.)
This has made life much easier.

Bridge Rectifier

Page 4

T H E GA R D E N WH I S TL E

H & M Lister Progress Report
John Robinson, Tawa (Via NZ Garden Railways)
A little bit of bolt
detail added (styrene
hex rod in 1.2mm dia.
holes) and some sort
of lifting eyes added
in each corner as I
have seen in most of
the prototype photos
I’ve found. Oh yes
and some styrene
chequer plate for the
footplate.

Then a coat of etch
primer and a top coat
ready for a good dose
of weathering.
Passing the smile test
I feel.
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Lester the Lister is complete (can’t say finished - foreign concept on my projects so I couldn’t resist a test run
on the only bit of 32mm gauge track I have! Gary the driver is still recovering from plastic surgery, a bit pale
but he will recover. Though he won’t appear when the Lister is being carted as a wagon load, which was the
original intention. Passes the smile test indeed
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Auckland Group Meeting November 2019
Report: Robert Graham, Auckland, Photos: John Boyson, Pokeno
Over the weekend of the 9th and 10th of November the
Auckland Garden Railway Society Incorporated
participated in the Auckland Marklin Club’s Out
West Model Expo. This show is now the largest
model railway show in Auckland and it is the
spiritual successor to Model X hobby show that used
to be held every Queens birthday weekend in
Henderson.
John Boyson and Greg Burrows collected our large
layout from Michael Hilliar’s place on Friday
afternoon with Michael’s and Ray William’s help and
brought it over to the The Atatu Peninsula hall where
a small but eager team was waiting to assemble it.
Although we didn’t have the usual assembly
guidance from Michael Hilliar as he was away for the
weekend at the Pokaka Cultural Convocation, we still
managed to get the layout assembled and operating in
about two hours.
On Saturday and Sunday the show was open to the
public from 10 in the morning to 4.30 in the
afternoon. I was there helping to run our display on

Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon. I’m told
that both days were busier in the morning than the
afternoon but hopefully it was a successful event for
the Marklin Club.
We ran Thomas and his friends on the inner loop
while on the outer line we alternated between
Michael Hilliar NGG16 with a train of South African
freight wagons supplied by John Reinecke and other
member’s trains.
In addition to the layout operations, John Boyson had
a display of some of his scratch built buildings and
rolling stock plus he gave regular demonstrations of
how to steam up a live steam loco followed by
running on a rolling road. I heard that John was
getting 40 minute runs out of his Roundhouse Leek
and Manifold loco. My observation was that John’s
live steam demonstrations always attracted attention
and it certainly gave our group’s display that wow
factor.
Our layout was well received by the public and we
may pick up a few new members as well. I would like

John Boyson’s display and live steam demonstration area
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Prem Vembudayan making sure that Thomas behaves

to
thank
the
Marklin club for
their invitation to
be part of the show.
Further I would
like to thank John
Boyson and Greg
Burrows
for
transporting
the
display to and from
the show and for
John attending both
full days of the
show doing his live
steam
demos.
Thanks also to all
the other members
who either turned
up to help set up
and pack down, or
help operate the
layout.

Chris O'Brien's small diesel and train
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Auckland Group Meeting December 2019
Robert Graham, Auckland
Hello everyone I hope that you all had a great
Christmas and that you all found something garden
railway related in your Christmas stocking. I got
some great books from the UK on narrow gauge and
industrial railways. Here is a good hint, buy your own
presents and them give them to your other half to
wrap up and give to you at Christmas, that way you
get what you really want and it takes some stress off
you partner during that busy pre-Christmas rush.
The Auckland Garden Railway Society held its
traditional end of year meeting and Christmas BBQ at
Tim and Rosemary Auld's home in Kumeu on
Saturday December 14. Tim has a large property with
extensive gardens and a well established garden
railway which he operates using DCC control. The
meeting started at 2pm and the first hour was set aside
for track powered trains and then after a tea break the
track was available for battery or live steam powered
trains.
The track is laid out with two loops which can be
operated independently so two trains can be run
around the garden. Tim has built a train shed at one
end of the garden where he has the power supply plus
DCC base unit and the trains can be run into the shed
for storage.

boys in March 2020 so watch out for details closer to
the time.

We finished off the day with a shared BBQ, salads
and drinks. David Graham looked after the BBQ and
cooked everything to perfection. We had a good
selection of food including a special festive
gingerbread train made by David Graham. The end of
year meeting is always a highlight for me and this
years meeting was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone
who was able to make it and on behalf of the
Auckland Garden Railway Society I would like to say
thank you to Tim and Rosemary for a great event.
I have tentatively booked our first meeting for the
year at Ray Williams home, 5 Broadview Place,
Howick for Saturday 18 January. Rays track is not
powered so bring battery or live steam powered trains
to run. Please watch out for emails closer to the time
to confirm the arrangements.
Happy Hogmanay and see you at the next meeting.

I arrived late in the afternoon so I only got to see two
of Tim’s LGB trains circulating. I’m not sure if
anyone else actually ran any other trains but everyone
was having a wonderful time enjoying the lovely
weather and just enjoying discussing life and garden
railway related topics.
Some of us went for a walk with Rosemary and their
two Border Collies to see the Alpacas and then to
explore the garden. Later in the afternoon we were
joined by John Boyson and Geoff Hallam who had
been to the Gauge 1 end of year group meeting before
heading to the Auckland end of year meeting. We
plan to have another joint meeting with the Gauge 1

Gingerbread train

Photo: Louise Graham.
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An Engine Shed for Christmas
Michael Hilliar Auckland
How many of our children follow us into our chosen
hobbies; not many and by the time they get to the
teenage years, playing with trains isn’t cool. It
happened to me, not to pick up the model railway bug
again till I was married. My oldest daughter was
about four years old when I started again
experimenting with 0.16.5 with my daughter doing
her best to help; LGB which was intended for
children and was starting to look like a good
choice. Hence the movement into this scale thirtyodd years ago with the purchase of an LGB red and
green Mogul which was named JAMES by the eldest
because of the red Boiler.
After many years of enjoyment my now three
daughters have moved on with other entertainments
and the LGB Mogul JAMES got converted into a
Colorado and Southern 2-8-0 with extra detail and a
new coat of grey paint; the children thought it was
equivalent to chopping up the family cat!
Now speeding on twenty odd years my two
grandchildren as all
youngsters do are
even more interested
in THOMAS the Tank
Engine [there’s more
TV media than in our
days] my two are no
different
and
purchasing
JAMES
probably did help, but
already we are seeing
other
attractions
creeping in.
My
grandson is now four;
going through the
wooden push along
THOMAS and friends
and is upscaling into
Playmobile trains with

all its add ons; now is the time to further build on his
interest in our scale.
Now I am thinking he needs some railway buildings
to go with his growing collection; what better than an
engine shed. I had been thinking about this for quite a
while and with Christmas two weeks off I better get a
move on.
I looked up engine sheds on Google to get some
ideas, there are some fancy ones, but not enough time
left, and I have to keep reminding myself that this is a
toy that’s going to get bashed around.

My first measure up of JAMES found this was going
to be a very large building; I should have brought a
THOMAS or even the smaller PERCY. A call
through to my daughter said it was a good idea, but it
would have to fit under his bed so I was given a
height restriction of 320mm. I ended up with the basic
structure being higher than intended so I couldn’t add
the louvered ventilator on top.
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Now going back the thirty-odd years
when I first started in G scale, I was
building an American styled station
building; still not finished, I would
come home from work to find it full of
Lego men and other stuff; OK so you
want a dolls house. Plans were brought
along with windows, doors, brick paper,
etc. etc., all probably around the 1/12th
scale and because I had an even younger
1-year-old daughter, a second set was
also purchased at the same time; but she
never showed any interest, so it was
never built. So, with quite a bit of
searching, I finally found the elusive
bits; I never throw anything away, you
never know when you will need them!
12mm and 4mm MDF were chosen for
the basic construction. I won’t go into
the final sizes as that will depend on
what you are building it for. Steady
progress over the two weeks with some
detail not coming up to my perfectionist
self [it’s a toy] I finished it midday
Christmas eve in time for photos.
Well, how did it go on Christmas day;
having to compete with Santa, the other
grandparents and relatives the poor kid
had so much around him he did not
know what to do next; too much
excitement all-round. . . .

Christmas Day

Page 13

T H E GA R D E N WH I S TL E

Changes on the White Pass & Yukon Route
Werner Grundman, Vancouver Island
(Editor’s note. Ann & I first met Werner and Ingrid
Grundmann in 2006 prior to the Garden Railway
cruise from Vancouver to Alaska. We have kept in
contact over the years and have featured some of
Werner’s modelling in earlier issues of The Garden
Whistle.)
Just lately I spent a little time in my cold workshop
and built a modified container. It is a model of one
they have in the train running the Carcross - Skagway
connection. Until a year or two ago they served a
warm miners meal at the half-way point in a hall of
the Lake Bennett Station. Not anymore, now the meal
is served on the train. To that end a number of cars
received tables and a container was modified to serve
as the kitchen. It was placed on a suitably modified
flatcar. Sliding side-doors allow the loading of food
and equipment and a regular door at either end, let the
servers bring the food to the passengers in the cars.
The container car always runs behind the engine and
is connected to it for the needed power. The container
has freezers, ovens and tables to prepare the food.

Since I have already built two of the typical coaches
that run on that train, I thought it a fitting idea to also
build a model of the container car. The container is
done, except for the painting and lettering, the car I
will get started on soon.
I attached a few pictures, maybe you want to use
them in the Garden Whistle

Page 14

T H E GA R D E N WH I S TL E

Sunset Valley Railroad
rldhobbies.com

Thinking of going pneumatic for your switch (turnout)
operation? Our comprehensive system is simple to install
and use, and it has proven to be very reliable in service
with all metal components, not plastic. Compatible with
the old Del-Air and E-Z Aire systems. Nearly every
product made in the USA
www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com
pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com

+1 253 862 6748
New Zealand distributor
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz
Phone: 03 551 2142

reindeerpas.com
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Crest Revolution Remote Control System for G Scale Battery Power
Sold as Transmitter Only, Transmitter and Receiver, Sound Decoder Only, or Transmitter and Power Pack for Track
Power
Sounds, and operation controlled by push buttons
Handheld can hold up to 50 locos
Can be wired to any G Scale Locomotive, or plug-n-play for Aristo craft Locomotives NZ DistributorContact:
Phone: (04) 2338555 Email: sales@mackstrack.co.nz

COMING EVENTS
January 18-19 2020
March 21-22 2020

Nelson Model Train Exhibition, Stoke

April 10-13 2020

NZAMRC Convention, Christchurch

May 9-10 2020

May 31- June 6 2020

Eight new railways not previously
seen before
Several clinics/workshops
Buy, Sell & Swap
Meals
Banquet

The Model Train Show. Mt. Maunganui

July 4-5 2020
October 3-4 2020

Dunedin Model Train Show, Taieri Bowling Club, Mosgiel

36th Garden Railway Convention, Nashville, TN, USA
Ashburton Model Train Show
The BIG Model Train Show, Christchurch

February 6-8 2021

12th NZ Garden Railway Convention, Christchurch

June 28-July 3 2021

37th Garden Railway Convention, Denver, CO, USA

2022

38th Garden Railway Convention, Santa Clara CA, USA
Quality 45 mm gauge brass track for indoor or outdoor use. Code
332 rail compatible with all overseas tracks
Now available in 5ft (1.5m) lengths, comprising 2 lengths of rail,
plastic sleepers with two rail joiners, for only $53.00, plus postage, at
cost. Track is in “Kit form”.
Why pay $80.00 or more for imported track when you can purchase
locally. Postage is the most cost efficient method to send the track.
3m lengths also available, but need to be shipped by truck.
North Island orders will be despatched from Auckland.
Contact: Graeme Quayle Phone 09 416 7600 gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz
South Island orders will be despatched from Rangiora.
Contact:
Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz
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Club Events and Contacts
Auckland:
Saturday 18 January 2020: Ray Williams, 5 Broadview Place, Howick 2 to 4pm Note Ray does not have
track power so bring Battery or Live Steam powered trains
Club Contact: Auckland Garden Railway Society Inc Email: gardenrailauckland@gmail.com
Philip Sharp, Ph: 09 600 2157

Waikato:
December 2019: TBA.
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato. Email: sandnlipsey@gmail.com
Stefan Lipsey, P O Box 612, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton, 3240, Ph: 07 859 3630

Wairarapa:
Sunday 19 January 2020: Warren Stringer at 187 Park Road, Carterton, from 1:30pm
Wednesday 29 January 2020 Start 4 pm BYO BBQ Colin Bache at 7 Miller Place, Masterton
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. Email: Lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton. Ph 06 370 3790.

Wellington:
Sunday 12 January 2020: Loco at Otaki from 11:00am. Bring a Picnic Lunch
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group. Email: cdrowley@xtra.co.nz
Coordinator: Chris Drowley, 47 Chester Road, Tawa 5028, Ph: 0274 496 907

Christchurch:
Sunday 19 January 2020: Karl Arnesen, 460A Marine Parade, South New Brighton from 1:00pm
Sunday February 2020: Dennis Lindsay, Lincoln from 1:00pm
Sunday March 2020: Noel Collingwood, 10 Tutton Mews, Rangiora from 1:00pm.
Sunday 19 April 2020: Dean Farrow, 65 Ashley Street, Rangiora, from 1:00pm. NOTE: AGM 2:00pm
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group: Email: Secy@culcreuchfold.org.nz
Secretary/Treasurer: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400 Ph03 5512142
President: Andrew Wilson, 021 273 3047

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news from various
G scale Groups in New Zealand.
Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found above.
Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg attachments.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the
Christchurch Garden Railway Group
Editor: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.
Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz

