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Welcome to the twenties 

Well the Christmas Holidays are over for another 
year and we head into the new decade of the 20’s we 
kind of either reflect on years gone by or look to the 
future 

Let's do a little of both 

It has been brought to my attention that the club may 
have lost it way in recent years and to a certain de-
gree that is true with the kerfuffle around the AGM 
now behind us 

It has been the basis of many questionnaires ( yes I 
know I have promised one of those too) from previ-
ous administrators of this club asking members what 
they as individuals wanted out of their club and from 
those the steps to achieve it. Unfortunately for them 
asking 50 people their opinion and expecting a cohe-
sive answer was never going to work, but it was a 
worthwhile exercise in that it made some people wear 
their hearts on the sleeves and state their opinions as I 
did and I have asked Ian to attach my submission to 
this Newsletter. Please note that I wrote this in No-
vember of 2015, a long time ago, well it is for some 
of us. Reading through it and taking some small lib-
erties I have achieved all I stated I would. That said 
we now need to set our 2025 goals for the group. So I 
will set myself a challenge to present a questionnaire 
( LOL) and from that, a set of goals that reflect the 
feelings of those members who decide to respond to 
it or I may just ask those same general questions at 
the AGM and ask for a show of hands and from that 
achieve a similar outcome, watch this space. So as 

mentioned at the beginning of my waffle I have 
looked to the past and lessons to be learned and am 
now looking to the future. To be honest there are 
some things afoot and under consideration which 
look quite exciting for G scale Modelling in Canter-
bury and as such New Zealand as a whole, more to 
follow on this as the stories unfold. I have been ap-
proached in a private capacity by fellow modellers 
and the like on several fronts and while my beloved 
and adored wife keeps saying NO ( I will actually 
listen to her on this one day real soon) ( Yeah Right 
Tui ad in background) I hope to achieve several very 
positive outcomes. On the home front, my layout is 
growing all the time and now some shape is coming 
together and with fingers crossed I should be able to 
run an actual train on it around the end of March Ear-
ly April subject to the delivery and weather Gods not 
playing with my mortal self, ( Delivery of soil and 
the like) 

We have just had a 2021 Convention Meeting and an 
update by the convenor will be coming out in due 
course. It is looking good. 

Remember everyone, you only get out of your hobby 
what you are prepared to put in and please note what-
ever you decide to do is not wrong, it is just the way 
you want to do it. 

Yours, Andrew 

Hi team, last October during my 10th anniversary trip 
with my wife on the day we celebrated it, We went to 
the markets in the morning at Eumundi then a trip on 
the Mary Valley Rattler steam train, I stopped to 
finish the perfect day at a G scale Train shop at 
Cooroy, What a way to celebrate me thought. 

John was an awesome host 

He has a selection of smaller useful items 
like loco wheel cleaners and track gauges 
as well as locos, rolling stock, buildings 
and the like ( I got some of each as a 
present from my wife, ( She got a big ring) 

He is expanding his shop ( part of house) 
and if you contact him in advance of your 
visit he maybe able to show his layout out 
back of his house or his awesome 
collection of trains including an A-B-B-A 
unit and some converted units to look like 
Australian locos, a bit like what I have 
done 

Looking forward to visiting him again the next time I 
am in the woods and highly recommended to all 
members to visit and shop at.  Yours, Andrew 

On a typical Canterbury summer’s day 22 members 
and a guest enjoyed Karl & Alison Arnesen’s 
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What’s he up to Now? 
Andrew Wilson, West Melton 

Above:  Another section of the Wilson 

Valley Railway nearly ready for track 

laying. 

Right:  The Junction 
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hospitality and ran trains on Karl’s Mt Catt & Jesse 
Falls Railway in South New Brighton. 

This railway celebrated it’s 21st year of operation in 
2019.  The layout has full track power, although a 
number of trains were battery powered.. 

Karl is extending his garage to make room for storage 
tracks for the railway which will be extended so that 
he can run the trains into the storage area.  This will 
save the problem of lifting the locos etc off the 
railway for storage. 

Over the coming months the rails will be lifted and re-
laid to correct disturbances caused in the earthquake. 

As is usual there was a lot of sitting around and 
talking, which is part of the socialising that is Garden 
Railroading. 

Following afternoon tea, Andrew outlined the 
progress on the planning for the 2021 Convention.  
Following a Convention Committee Meeting in May 
the Convention Registration Forms will be available. 
There will be a discount for early registrations. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Running Day 
At Mt Catt & Jesse Falls Railway 

James and train passing the 2-4-2  engine and freight waiting in the yard Photo: Iain Collingwood 

Ian Galbraith’s Mack hauled work train on the high trestle 
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Karl Arnesen’s Battery operated White Pass loco and train passing through Jesse Falls Photo: Iain Collingwood 

Ross Fraser's short mixed train crossing the high trestle Photo: Iain Collingwood 
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A full yard at Mt Catt Station with only the main line clear 

Albi Whale, Iain Collingwood, Dave Day, Kabita Whale, Aaron Emmerson and Karl Arnesen in the shade 
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The Tadbroke Railroad started life in Kaikoura, but 
before members of the Christchurch Garden Railway 
Group had the opportunity to visit, the railway was 
destroyed in the Kaikoura earthquake. Subsequently 
Noel and Denise Collingwood  moved to a new 

property  in Rangiora and a different version of the 
Tadbroke Railroad rose like a Phoenix. 

The bridge is a modified LGB item which has been 
widened to accommodate two tracks. 

The first trains ran on 11 January 2020.  Low relief 
buildings and other work still remain to be carried out. 

Rebirth of The Tadbroke Railroad 
Photos: Iain Collingwood, Rolleston 
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Strategic  

On a day which was not perfect with some very light 
misty rain we visited Warren’s layout in Carterton. 

The track is laid in the most part on soil with ballast 
as required. A rock may be placed  at a strategic 
location to hold the track in place. From time to time 
Warren has to spray or weed the layout. When we 
arrived all was in good order and apart from 
relocating the odd rock to allow my wide carriages to 
pass all went well. Mind you he had asked me to bring 
along a Locomotive that was not too long. My rigid 
brass locomotives can cause problems on some 
layouts. So I ran my Roundhouse Harlech Castle 
electric brass model which towed behind it some early 
Isle of Man carriages. Not a prototypical type of train 
as the carriages where not around when the Harlech 
Castle was built but I did not trust the home build 
Welsh Highland Railway vintage carriages I have. I 
took my new controller out for its first use off my 
layout. A few modifications to the code followed 
when I got home but nothing I could not live with on 
the day. 

As you will see from the group photo we had a good 
audience.  

Lee Collett who has a DCC layout has a locomotive 
setup with batteries and Revolution for visits away 
from home. Now with about half the layouts in our 
group DCC that is not as many as in the past.  His 
NW-2 Diesel 1216 Santa Fe locomotive with some 
suitable oil carriages following it ran well.  

 

Murray Clarke managed to run several of his 
locomotives. Murray no longer has a layout so is keen 
to run his locomotives when ever he can.  

 

Peter Milburn also a DCC man ran his 4-6-0 old 
western style train with Yellow Denver and Rio 
Grande carriages. Peter’s train ran into the same rock 
as mine only he scraped by where as I stopped and 
derailed. You might think I emphasis the negative 
when the day went really well for 99.9% of the time. I 
have come to realise that nothings is news unless its 
not good news. Good news like our great Christmas 

Wairarapa Group visits Warren Stringers layout. 
Lloyd Dickens: Masterton 

An over view of Warren’s railway 
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do at Lee’s went so well it did not get reported at all. 
Or maybe it was because I was not there. The 
exception to this rule is if the Black Caps win a 
cricket match this summer. 

So we get to afternoon tea which was a males delight. 

Thanks Warren for a great day and putting so much 
work into getting the track up to such a high standard. 

Spectators 

Lloyd’s mixed train on the bridge 
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Peter Milburn’s and Lee Collect’s trains on different routes 

Lee running to add another wagon to his train 
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Well we did it, we finally got this the 6th edition of 

Squirrel Valley Railway open in time for Christmas, 

as per the requirements of the chief financial officer! 

Christmas day was celebrated in style, with my wife’s 

family, and more importantly, trains running. Thank 

goodness, and thank the lovely weather. 

The two main yards were all but completed for this 

auspicious occasion, but the third area just had the 

passing loop installed, and still raised on posts with no 

scenery. But, trains ran and much alcohol was 

consumed.  

Boxing day had us running again, and then the next 

week was spent sorting out another 6 trailer loads of 

dirt and getting the “terra forming” completed in the 

future lumber mill precinct. We also hosted a GROW 

meet in the early new year, and with a good turnout of 

members I felt sufficiently enthused to complete the 

lumber mill area. Perfect timing as no sooner did we 

have the railway running well when we remembered a 

planned visit from the local garden club. The attached 

pictures are from their visit. 

So, now we have a fully functioning little railway 

which, although not finished, is sufficiently advanced 

to provide much pleasure at a moments notice. If you 

are in the Waikato and have a half day (or more) to 

spare. Drop us  line at sqvnz@outlook.com and we’ll 

do our best to accommodate you. PS bring a train.  

Squirrel Valley Railway. 

 

t 

 

Squirrel Valley News, 

Grant and Donna Alexander, Tauwhare Village 

The crack passenger leaving Squirrel Valley westward towards the spiral 
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A local pick-up freight at the top of the spiral, heading down to Squirrel Valley 

A peddler freight climbing  
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Trains crossing at Squirrel Valley 

The freight finally arrives in Eureka from the south 
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An overall view of the new lumber precinct 

A view of the lumber mill (ex JADE) looking north 
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And looking at the mill looking south 

Finally, the little peddler freight finally made it to the top of the spiral and will shortly be stopping at Tauwhare Totara Timber Co. 
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Meeting, Howick Valley Railway, 18th January 2020. 
The morning dawned a beautiful day for the first 
Auckland meeting in 2020.  

The railway was already to run, and all l had to do 
was run the track cleaner around and set up the 
buildings and a few figures. This was done with time 
to spare, no pressure, first time ever, l think. 

At 2pm nobody had arrived, and l am thinking have l 
got the date wrong. Hugh was the first to arrive soon 
followed by the rest, about 15 of the regulars. It was 
great to see Rex Maddock who is unable to attend 
many of the meetings. Also, in attendance was Dave, 
a friend of mine who flies model aircraft, an 
electronic engineer (retired) who has converted me to 
lithium polymer batteries. As consequence of his 

assistance on the HVR he has been elected to the 
board of directors of HVR. 

Trains run during the afternoon were John Boyson’s 
Leek and Manifold steamer and Mike Hilliar’s Cybil. 
At my request, Mike also bought along his K28. This 
loco has a clever suspension that irons out the 
irregularities in the track and is an impressive model 
to watch. 

Around 3,30pm we all retired to the house where 
Shelley had got everything ready for tea, chat, and 
eats before returning to the railway for more running 
of trains. John, Mike, and Liz, stayed for Chinese 
takeaways and a wee bit more running of trains and 
all to soon a great day was over Ray, HVR 

Howick Valley Railway 
Report: Ray Williams 

Howick Valley Railway 



Page 17 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Michael Hilliar’s K 28 

A popular site for photographs 
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John Boyson’s Leek & Manifold with train on the bridge 

A very full yard 
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Wanted 

In preparation and planning of train shed construction I am in search of 2 sets of LGB switches/points. A left 

and right, LGB 18050 and 18150 respectively. I would prefer new or near new but consider good condition 

second hand. If anyone has these for sale or considering selling them can they get in touch with a reasonable 

price. Otherwise I will import some. 

Thanks 

Andrew Hamers 0272920728 

 or andrew.hamers81@gmail.com  

Random Photographs on the Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway 



Adventure with a 3 in 1 Sheet Metal Cutter, Bender and Folder 
John Boyson – Auckland Garden Railway Society/Gauge One Model Railway Association 
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This article has been prepared for joint publication in the 
Garden Whistle and G1MRA NZ newsletter. 

Photos provided by the author except as stated. 

As should be well known by now I have a penchant for 
viaducts and bridges. Having constructed two for the new 
railway, the next phase of the build requires another lattice 
girder viaduct. Being of eight spans, the quantity of brass (the 
raw material best suited for this) to be cut is enormous (over 
1500 separate components). Up to now I had bashed away 
with hand shears. So I looked around and took advice. 

My first contact was that font of knowledge, Michael Hilliar 
(as always). If Michael doesn’t have an answer himself, it can 
be guaranteed he knows someone who does. Sure enough he 
put me onto Ray Williams who has a cutter of his own. Ray 
was encouraging but in turn suggested I speak to Lee Collett 
whose work has appeared in the Garden Whistle many times. 

Lee was particularly helpful with his advice and was 
absolutely emphatic that I should go for the 760mm unit of 
the four machines available (being 300mm, 760mm, 
1000mm and 1300mm cutting widths). The type of unit I 
bought also has the ability to curve and crease (fold) the sheet 
as well. These features will be useful for future projects. 
However my immediate need is the cutting facility. 

So it was that Priscilla and I headed off to Auckland with 
trailer in tow to pick up said unit. 

Despite having to negotiate Auckland (always a challenge 
even when avoiding peak times) this proved to be the easy bit. 
The unit was well packaged and with the packing material, 
weighed 153kgs. It was lifted onto the trailer with a forklift 
which made the loading simple. 

Having safely returned to Pokeno, the next job was to get it 
down to the basement. Offloading it from the trailer was 
straightforward. The trailer tilts so that the back can be 
lowered down to ground level. Having moved the unit from 

The machine in service 
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the front (car end) of the trailer (where it had been loaded for 
stability) to the balance point above the trailer axle, the trailer 
body was unhooked from the main frame to tilt the body and 
allow the unit to be further slid down to the back end. Just a 
point for anyone contemplating such activities, keep the trailer 
hooked up to the car for this and slide the unit end on. It is 
easier and more stable when tilted. 

For the slide down the path to the basement, old melamine 
shelve offcuts were used to create a smooth sliding surface. 

It was possible to tilt one side of the unit at a time to pack it up 
gradually onto the melamine offcuts and later to clear the 
doorway into the basement. 

Having got it inside, it sat for a week or two before I 
unpacked it and looked at how it should be set up. A support 
stand was an obvious necessity. Michael Hilliar had suggest it 
should be on rollers so that it could be moved around. This 
was another good idea of his. However, the thought of 
127kgs (the weight of the unit itself) supported on 4 rollers as 
well as the load applied when cutting, did not fill me with 
much joy. The solution was to create a facility within the 
stand to use removable blocks to support it off the rollers so 
that it can be manoeuvred easily yet be stable when in use. 

Thus a substantial timber frame was constructed to support 
the unit at a comfortable operating height. 

Having made the support stand, it was now time to get the 
unit onto the platform. Casting my eye about, I thought about 
an old solid coffee table we had that could be used to get the 
unit up. An old piece of carpet offcut was placed on the table 
face down to protect the surface. I knew it was strong enough 
to take the load since I have in the past used it as a stand for 

me! A couple of timber fence rails were employed as a ramp 
to allow the unit to be slid from the packing case base up onto 
the table with load spreading timbers on the table to ease the 
point load of the unit’s feet. The melamine shelf offcuts again 
aided the sliding process. 

With the unit safely established on the table, this was then 
jacked up using timber levers and temporary supports to 
match the support stand height one end at a time. I have some 
large timber posts which were great for supporting the table 
feet as it was lifted. 

With the support stand mounted on blocks and the gap 
between the support points filled with timber offcuts, the unit 
was successfully slid from the coffee table onto its final 
resting place on its support stand. 

The last job was to remove all the temporary timber and to 
square up the stand with a sash clamp before bolting down the 
unit. 

In preparing the unit for use, the unpainted metal machined 
surfaces had been coated with a protective gunk, so the first 
job was to clean this off. This was done with methylated 
spirits and old rags. This proved remarkably effective. 
However there were a lot of nooks and crannies to clean off 
that weren’t so easy to get at. 

Other jobs included installing the handles and associated 
fittings to make the cuts etc. 

Finally it was ready for use. 

The raw material I use is 0.5mm gauge half hard brass sheet. 
This is available in sheets 1800mm by 900mm. I get the 
supplier to cut it into half for me, i.e. two sheets each being 

The support stand built to hold the machine 
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Sliding the 3 in 1 machine from its packing case base onto the coffee table 

Jacking up the coffee table with the unit safely on top. Note the timber lever used for this and the shelving off-
cut packers. Each end was lifted 20 mm at a time until a block could be inserted under the tables’ legs. The 
process was then repeated at the other end to level the table up before started again. Thus the table was al-

ways supported at, at least three points. The whole thing was remarkably stable.  



1800mm by 450mm which allows it to fit into the machine. N.B. there is an additional charge for the cutting service. 
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I have also purchased two 150mm steel rules which are 
clamped down to the cutting bed with the ends hard against 
the lowered cutting blade. This allows me to move the metal 
to be cut in through the blade between the rulers by the 
requisite amount using a reference mark/s on the metal when 
making cuts (I am cutting a lot of thin section down to 2mm 
width).  

Another thing I have found useful is to independently clamp 
down longer sections (say more than 200mm across the width 
of the blade) to ensure that the sheet does not move when 
cutting. My experience is that the clamp which comes with 
the machine does not guarantee that no movement will occur 
between setting up the work and starting the cut. For shorter 
lengths the clamping is not necessary. A firm hand hold will 
be sufficient. 

N.B. The unit comes with a 
block on the side of the cutting 
bed which provides a right angle 
reference to the cutting blade. 
One of the rulers is butted up 
against this to keep the shorter 
lengths square. For longer 
lengths, this will not be accurate 
enough, hence the two rulers. 

I have now cut all the sheet metal 
components needed for the 
viaduct lattices and fences in just 
over a week. The cuts have been 
straight and true throughout with 
only a minor amount of shallow 
twisting which is easily remedied 
by gently twisting the metal back 
to shape. 

By comparison, the first lattice 
girder bridge I built of only five 
spans took over a month to cut 
out with hand shears and was 
less accurate and needed far 
more finishing work than the cut 
sections I have completed thus 
far. 

So a big thank you to Michael, 
Ray and Lee for their help and 
guidance. It is much appreciated 
and made this part of the job 
much easier, more accurate and 
quicker. 

Having written this article I 
asked Lee if he would peer 

review it which he kindly agreed to 
do. Whilst agreeing with what has 
been written, he also offered the 

following important points: 

Photo courtesy of Lee Collett 

After a few years the bolts arrowed will need to be screwed 
back in if they come loose. I have oiled these since the blade 
slides up and down on them.  

He uses C-R-C spray on the blades once in a while (to keep 
them oiled)   

Cutting wire or rod is a big no no, It will damage the cutting 
blade.   

To use the rollers undo the arrowed screws (both ends) and 
release the arms from the blade. (let them hang). Then the 
rollers can be used independently.  

Lee has also put a table in front of his machine at the same 
level as the cutting bed. This will help support large flat sheets 
whilst cutting. 

Sliding the unit across from the coffee table onto the support stand. At this 
point the stand had been mounted on blocks to prevent it from moving as the 

load came onto it 
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I would also add that there 
are two brass grease nipples 
on the top of the arms 
(visible at the top of the 
photo )They should be 
periodically filled with 
grease. 

Photo 12 

Photo courtesy of Lee Collett 

Lee also made reference to 
the importance of keeping 
fingers clear of the cutter. 
The bar arrowed in his 
picture above does reduce 
that risk. However, as with 
all machinery, care and 
common sense are 
prerequisites. The bar does 
provide a clamping facility 
as well. However the cutting 
point is obscured. In 
addition, by using rulers as I 
have done; the rulers, being 

The unit mounted on its’ stand with the sash clamp pulling 
the stand square before bolting the machine down. Note the 
support blocks under the stand feet taking the load off the 

rollers.  

The brass sheet fed onto the cutting bed and through the cut-
ting blades. It is being held securely in place by the clamps to 
prevent movement whilst the cut is made. 

Photo courtesy of Lee Collett 
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of thicker gauge than the brass 
sheet, prevent the bar from 
clamping the metal.  

The bar is easily installed and 
removed as necessary by sliding 
in or out of its locating holes, so 
the choice is yours. 

My thanks to Lee for his 
feedback and the use of his 
photos. 

The 150mm ruler is clamped down against the guide which 
keeps the work at 90 degrees to the cutting blades. The brass 
sheet has a mark scored on it at the 100mm mark on the rul-
er. This was done with the blade down and the sheet pressed 
hard against it. Once marked, the blade was raised. The sheet 
can then be moved under the blade by the amount required 
without further marking by referencing the mark against the 
ruler. In this way strips of equal width and length can be 
quickly cut without further marking out. A further benefit of 
this is that one level of human inaccuracy is removed since 
there is always a certain amount of in-exactitude when mark-
ing things out and again when making the cut. This system 
only has one step thus eliminating one part of  this. Finally 
my memorising of the times tables at junior school has been 
put to more good use! 

An overview of the machine having completed a cut. The 
machine is also “safe” since the blade is closed and the han-
dles are down. The vee notch of the bending section is also 
visible. Under the blue cover at the top are a set of rollers for 
curving the metal as required. The rulers used to control the 
metal position are also visible on the cutting bed. Just visible 
on the floor below the machine are some of the smaller sec-
tions cut ready for the next viaduct. One refinement I could 
make if I have the inclination, is to insert a sheet of ply in the 
gap under the cutting machine to catch the cut sections. On 
the other hand I am happy enough to grab them off the car-
pet for the time being! N.B. it is another carpet offcut not the 
main floor carpet just in case. However this is a clean ma-
chine and therefore should be OK in the main basement 
leaving the workshop free for the messier activities! 

Photo courtesy of Lee Collett 
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Photo courtesy of Lee Collett 
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This article has been prepared for joint publication in the Garden 
Whistle and G1MRA NZ newsletter. Photos by the author except 
where stated. My thanks to Geoff Hallam for his review of this 
article and permission to publish it. 

As some of you may be aware, Geoff Hallam recently moved 
from his home in Tirau to a new home in Hawera. This left him 
railwayless. Those who know Geoff will be aware of the massive 
contribution he has made to our hobby over the years. They will 
equally be aware that his railwayless state would be short lived. 
And so it has proved. 

Priscilla and I had previously volunteered to help with the 
railway build and so it came to pass that we found ourselves 
motoring to Geoff and Sue’s for a few days to do just this. 

When we confirmed the visit, Geoff instructed me to bring my 
engine and carriages. This sounded encouraging but potentially 
ambitious. Little did I know! 

When we arrived, we found a new railway had already been 
established with a single track loop and complex pointwork 
aleady installed plus provision for a second track. Thus we 

chatted happily into the evening accompanied by good food and 
wine supplied by the ladies. 

The next morning, the order of the day was tracklaying the 
second loop. Accordingly, I was tasked with cleaning the 
allocated track sections from the old railway, whilst Geoff 
soldered connections onto the pointwork complex. 

Having cleaned the track sections, it was time to lay them down. 
I went ahead and fitted the track whilst Geoff pinned it down. 
Lunch then followed. After this Geoff ordained a running session 
for the afternoon. This was the first run for the line and it was a 
brave decision since the wind had got up considerably as it 
apparently does in this neck of the woods. 

Insert Photo 3 

However, despite the breeze, the L and M and carriages stayed 
on the track as did did most of Geoff’s Festiniog stock except for 
the roof of his Vale of Festiniog Funkey (yes really!) diesel. This 
was fixed I believe with some blue tack, after which all was well. 

A Phoenix Arises  
John Boyson – Auckland Garden Railway Society/Gauge One Model Railway Association 

Part of Geoff Hallam’s new railway in Hawera 

The railway as we arrived. Geoff is retrieving track and tools from the shed to start track laying the second loop on day one of our visit. 
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Two runs were happily achieved and after a break, a third run 
was contemplated. However at this point the wind took a hand 
and blew three of the L and M carriages on to their sides 
(fortunately onto a platform). Running was therefore cancelled 
and the stock packed away. 

Day two dawned still windy and with the threat of wet weather, 
so we moved into Geoff’s third garage which was absolutely 
jammed with still packed boxes (one has to admire Geoff’s 
priorities: build the railway then finish unpacking). By mid 
afternoon we had managed to excavate a corridor to allow some 
degree of access into the garage by the simple expedient of 

removing boxes for the workshop and shed into their respective 
locations. 

His remaining mountain of track was similarly relocated into his 
shed and, more importantly, stacked neatly into straights and 
curves. 

The last day was spent building a new station baseboard (narrow 
gauge branch terminal). This took some planning and survey 
work to get the location and level right. However with some 
judicious nudging around, a happy solution was found to allow 

for a clothes line and future rockery as requested by Sue as well 
as avoiding a ground drain encountered when we dug out the first 
of the pile holes. Thank goodness we found it when digging the 
first hole! 

Having set out and dug the holes (my job) and Geoff having cut 
out the lengths of timber needed, we moved on to assemble the 
frame. This was done insitu followed by final levelling and 
lining before concreting the piles in place. Finally the deck was 
salvaged from an earlier project and screwed into place. 

Hopefully this has incentivised Geoff to continue the branch 
back to the main line. Satsisfied with our efforts, we celebrated 

Geoff soldering up the connection between the pointwork and adjoining track. The rail depth is different and a solid connection was 
made by removing the web and head of the deeper track for 10mm leaving the flange to lap join with the adjoining finer scale rail. 

Clever! The cleaned track sections are ready to be connected to form the outer loop. 

Knocking in the last spike for the outer loop. 
The complex pointwork all mounted on one baseboard. 
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the trip with Geoff and Sue in the usual manner together with a 
couple of bottles of Theakstons “Old Peculier” which was a trip 
back memory lane for me. The next day we headed north again 
to carry on with my own railway build. 

I won’t steal Geoff’s thunder by describing his railway plans 
except to say it will make for interesting running including some 
fascinating nooks and crannies he has in mind.  

Thanks to Geoff and Sue for their hospitality and to Geoff for the 
opportunity to “help”. Most importantly, thanks to the ladies for 
their catering over the stay. 

Insert Photo 10 

Insert Photo 11 

 

J B Earle waiting for the off on the first run on the outside loop. 

The framework for the narrow gauge branch station levelled and lined up ready for concreting into the ground. The pins alongside 
give the level (green tape wrapped around) and a rough indication of the route beyond the station back to the main line. 
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Screwing down the last deck section for the narrow gauge station baseboard. 

Funkey Diesel ‘Vale of Festiniog’, first engine out of the new workshop to test the track. Photo: Geoff Hallam 
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Postscript: Following our visit, Geoff has made further progress and having nobbled a further conscript to “help”, he 
has now installed the branch baseboards back to where they pass under the main line. Photo: Geoff Hallam 

Battle of Britain ‘Sir Winston Churchill’ having its first run after its trip back from Australia. Photo: Geoff Hallam 
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Thanks for your Garden Whistle, always an 
interesting read.  

 I have just finished a double Fairlie, based on a photo 
of Snake, which served in New Zealand, so, though 
you might be interested in the attached photos, 1st day 
of revenue service, 01-01-20 

It is amazing how much one learns about a locomotive 
when building a model, can only be thankful that I 
didn’t work on one of these as the cab was very 
cramped with a hot firebox taking up most of the cab 
space. 

Little wonder that they weren’t popular with the 
crews, though they do make a fascinating model 

A Snake in Australia  
Malcolm Oliver, Australia 
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reindeerpas.com 

rldhobbies.com 

Sunset Valley Railroad 

Thinking of going pneumatic for your switch (turnout) 

operation? Our comprehensive system is simple to install 

and use, and it has proven to be very reliable in service 

with all metal components, not plastic. Compatible with 

the old Del-Air and E-Z Aire systems.  Nearly every 

product made in the USA 

www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com 

pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com 

+1 253 862 6748 

New Zealand distributor 

Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies 

cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

Phone: 03 551 2142 



Quality 45 mm gauge brass track for indoor or outdoor use.  Code 
332 rail compatible with all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) lengths, comprising 2 lengths of rail, 
plastic sleepers with two rail joiners, for only $53.00, plus postage, at 
cost. Track is in “Kit form”.  

Why pay $80.00 or more for imported track when you can purchase 
locally. Postage is the most cost efficient method to send the track.  
3m lengths also available, but need to be shipped by truck. 

North Island orders will be despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle Phone 09 416 7600 gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142 
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
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Crest Revolution Remote Control System for G Scale Battery Power 

Sold as Transmitter Only, Transmitter and Receiver, Sound Decoder Only, or Transmitter and Power Pack for Track 
Power 

Sounds, and operation controlled by push buttons 

Handheld can hold up to 50 locos  

Can be wired to any G Scale Locomotive, or plug-n-play for Aristo craft Locomotives  NZ Distributor-  

Contact:   Phone: (04) 2338555    Email: sales@mackstrack.co.nz 

March 21-22 2020 Nelson Model Train Exhibition, Stoke 

April 10-13 2020 NZAMRC Convention, Christchurch 

May 9-10 2020 Dunedin Model Train Show, Taieri Bowling Club, Mosgiel 

May 31- June 6 2020 36th Garden Railway Convention, Nashville, TN, USA 

July 4-5 2020 Ashburton Model Train Show 

October 3-4 2020 The BIG Model Train Show, Christchurch 

February 6-8 2021 12th  NZ Garden Railway Convention, Christchurch  

June 28-July 3 2021 37th  Garden Railway Convention, Denver, CO, USA 

2022 38th  Garden Railway Convention, Santa Clara CA, USA 

COMING EVENTS 

Eight new railways not previously 
seen before 

Several clinics/workshops 

Buy, Sell & Swap 

Meals 

Banquet 
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Club Events and Contacts  
 

Auckland:  

February 2020: TBA 

Club  Contact: Auckland Garden Railway Society Inc  Email: gardenrailauckland@gmail.com 

Philip Sharp, Ph: 09 600 2157 

Waikato:  
February 2020:  TBA. 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato. Email:  sandnlipsey@gmail.com  

Stefan Lipsey, P O Box 612, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton, 3240,  Ph: 07 859 3650 
 

Wairarapa:  
Wednesday 12 February 2020: Lloyd Dickens 55 Titoki Street, Masterton start 4 pm for evening run BYO 
BBQ. 
Sunday 16th February 2020: Jenny & Selwyn Taylor, 354 Manaia Road, Masterton Start 1:30 pm 
 
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. Email: Lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.  Ph 06 370 3790.  

 

Wellington:  
February 2020: Grant Allen, 21 St John's Avenue, Palmerston North Start time 1pm. RSVP required please 

 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group.  Email: cdrowley@xtra.co.nz 
Coordinator: Chris Drowley, 47 Chester Road, Tawa 5028, Ph: 0274 496 907 
 

 

Christchurch:  
Sunday 16 February 2020: Christchurch Live Steamers, McLeans Island from 1:00pm.  Track power 
available.  Late afternoon BBQ.  (Bring your own food etc) 
Sunday 22 March 2020: Noel Collingwood, 10 Tutton Mews, Rangiora from 1:00pm. 
Sunday 19 April 2020: Dean Farrow, 65 Ashley Street, Rangiora, from 1:00pm.  NOTE: AGM 2:00pm 
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group: Email: Secy@culcreuchfold.org.nz   
Secretary/Treasurer: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400 Ph 03 5512142 
President: Andrew Wilson, 021 273 3047 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news from various 
G scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found above.  

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Editor: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  


