
APRIL 2020  

G Scale news from around New Zealand 



CGRG President’s Ramblings 

Page 2 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Well the age old saying “May you live in interesting 

times” has come to be. 

It will be a blessing for some and a curse for others.  

For me a mixture of both, I have enough work I can 

do from home to keep me occupied for a week or two 

but not four  Whereas my wife will be working full 

time from home. 

I am to become Doby the house Elf working for 

Mistress Nicola 

According to my daughters I may even learn to cook 

(enough of the sniggers) 

I will be using this opportunity to further my Railway 

Build and get it to an operational standard that much 

quicker (well at least for Battery locos) 

With events evolving so rapidly I have had to make 

the difficult decision to suspend all Garden Railway 

Meetings and Activities within our area until further 

notice 

This obviously includes the AGM 

Once this madness comes to pass, and it will, we will 

revise and take advice from those who know better 

That said I would urge all members to keep in touch 

with each other by Face Book, Phone or other means 

(within the recommended guidelines of separation) 

Use this time to work on your projects and through 

our club newsletter let us see what you have been up 

too.  Really looking forward to that 

I have been doing a bit myself as usual and now have 

some major bits to get on with 

I have had delivered the soil for my layout 12m3 and 

are collecting my stone collection, 6 tonnes, to dress 

the rises and falls on the layout 

The mountain bases are about to be constructed and I 

am working on completing the return loop (at height, 

lots of blocks) at both ends, one temporary  

Take Care and Be Safe and look out for those you 

care about 

I am available for chats if you get bored: 

 021 273 3047 

What’s he up to Now? 
Andrew Wilson, West Melton 

In the photo the 

first three trailer 

loads have ar-

rived, five to go 

Halswell Quarry 

stone and the 

like to decorate 

the Railway, has 

been undercover 

in storage for 

three years 

Yes, I know they 

are rocks but had 

the opportunity 

to store so I did 

The pile will 

grow then shrink 

as they are 

placed. 
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What’s On The Workbench 
Over the last six weeks, 

Noel Collinwood has been 

assisting with the 

realignment of the 

Culcreuch Fold Garden 

Railway, cleaning and 

levelling areas, laying artificial grass were needed 

and helping with the refurbishment of buildings. 

Buildings have had doors and windows replaced and 

been painted,  As a number of the buildings had been 

in use on the railway, in both Masterton and Rangiora 

for up to fifteen years the refurbishment was quite 

involved.  A number of doors and windows had to be 

replaced.  These had  originally been “bog” 

mouldings with strip wood facias.  Many of the facias 

had deteriorated over the years and it was felt that 

new items should be fitted.  The Church, Garage, 

Cenotaph, Bank and Sheriff’s office and jail were 

new additions. 

Over 70 3d printed parts, from 27 Fusion 360 

drawings were used in the process. 

A number of the buildings also had their roof 

cladding replaced.  There are still a couple to do. 

A dry river was installed leading to a “Swamp” to 

give separation between two areas.  A wooden 

retaining wall was built on one side of the “swamp” 

The Cenotaph  was positioned in a park area. 

Work has started on designing the signs for the 

various buildings.  (The attached photos show the 

buildings with mock-ups of the signs, which when 

ready will be professionally printed on vinyl) 

The refurbished Shady Lady Saloon with new windows and doors upstairs and with a new “discreet” side 

entrance.  The Bank is a new addition  (Small town, small Bank) 
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James Kuhns has changed his operation from Emporium to Hardware 

The General Store’s new owner is waiting for the workmen to replace the missing step 
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New sign prepared for Jerry Barnes Gas Station 

Jim Vecheck is open for business.  Can even tow you in 
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Church and grave yard 

Overview of the town 
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What’s On The Workbench 
The Pirfic Railway 

Bill Stanley, Lincoln 

Where the curved trestle will be positioned 

The curved trestle under construction on the workbench 
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THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Dean’s railway is elevated above the ground with 

plants growing between the various tracks. At one end 

is a container done up with windows and sliding 

doors. The container stores all of Dean’s Locomotives 

and carriages.  There are sidings with access to the 

main line. The electronics are stored in the container. 

Very nicely done. 

There is 160 m of track on a layout which is 25m by 

7m. 

When you first view the railway the view is 

dominated by a view of a station with a village behind 

it.  Beside these are two very nice bridges. 

This is made up of large collections of Polo buildings 

and a couple of other stations around the layout.  

The layout is DCC powered so we see different 

locomotives from the members who have DCC 

powered and controlled locomotives. 

Colin Bache ran a BoBo Austrian Locomotive plus an 

Orange Schoema Diesel. 

Murray Clarke had his 218 Diesel DR locomotive. 

Warren Stringer ran his battery operated tram 

sometimes connecting with Colin’s train for some 

mutual support. 

Dean was running a DR 0-10-0 K5 and a Hanz 2-10-

2. There were five Hanz 2-10-2 locomotives which 

shows a great interest in the Wairarapa with European 

Locomotives. 

We had locomotives running throughout the 

afternoon. The Live Steam locomotives ran after a 

great afternoon tea (see Live Steam report elsewhere). 

So what is the Hanz Railway 

It is one metre gauge and has three interconnecting 

lines extending just over 140 kilometres and serving 

48 stations. It is Europe’s longest railway network 

with daily steam operation. There are 25 steam 

engines running a time tabled service carrying 1.1 

million passengers a year.  

The Harz mountain region is in former East Germany. 

This explains its ability to survive. With plenty of coal 

and cheep labour there was no incentive to modernise.  

The railway was established between 1886 and 1897. 

That said some of the locomotives are only 70 years 

old with them being manufactured in the 1950’s at 

Lokomotivbau Karl Marx at Potsdam Babelsberg. 

Read more at 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/rail-journeys/harz-

railway-germany-most-beautiful-steam-train-in-the-

world/ 

Dean Ellicock’s Running Day 
Lloyd Dickens: Masterton 

Twin bridges with Murray Clarke’s 218 diesel 
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Reichenbach Station 

Statue at Reichenbach town centre 
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Lacus Clarke views Colin Bache’s orange Schoema diesel 

Hofstetten –Grunau Station 
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Hofstetten –Grunau Station and view East 

Hanz 2-10-2 locomotives 
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Castletown Steam Weekend March 2020 
Lloyd Dickens: Masterton 

Castletown Railway staff spent considerable effort 

getting the railway ship shape for the weekend’s 

running, but was it?.  

The weather was kind leading up to the weekend and 

for the Saturday and Sunday. Kind if you are not 

trying to grow anything because before Covid- 19 we 

had this long dry spell of several months. The grass is 

brown and the tree leaves are preparing to drop well 

before Autumn. Their was no water to irrigate for 

some weeks which means ground covers just die. On 

the east coast this could become the new normal even 

if is not considered likely. So I believe I will be 

putting in more artificial grass. It will also reduce my 

gardening effort which is not all bad. 

Phil Smith was the first to arrive followed by Ian 

Webb and John Seward. 

So running was soon underway.  

John through out the day ran his Lady Anne, Baguley-

Drewry Cane Loco and a very nice Victoria NSA 2-6-

2. The latter was to have some problems with the 

track that no other locomotive detected. On the St. 

John’s points it turned over twice which lead to the 

placement of some artificial grass to protect it. The 

problem was not obvious to me but early Sunday 

morning John went to work and sorted it out. I have 

several LGB track expanders placed around the track 

to stop the damage done to the track in the summer 

due to expansion. In some places I get up to 5 mm 

gaps in the track in winter compared to summer. In 

any case there was one near the point John was 

having trouble with. The use of a file, some split join 

joiners instead of sleeve joiners and the problem was 

fixed.  The other problem had been caused by track 

expansion causing a bulge in the track making the 

gauge too wide. Thanks John for the help. 

Ian ran his Lady Anne Locomotive with a mixed 

freight rack.  

Phil ran Accucraft Plantation with coal hoppers. 

I ran my Beddgelert Locomotive with rack of historic 

coaches. All these Coaches are in existence in North 

Wales, unfortunately the Locomotive was scraped in 

1906. 

Phil Smith’s Accucraft “Plantation” and coal train at Santon Station 
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There was plenty of food and we had our last meal 

out for some time which was enjoyed by all. 

After the track repair was completed on Sunday 

morning we continued to run till lunch time. 

After lunch we continued on to Dean Ellicock’s club 

running day. There after afternoon tea I disconnected 

the DCC feed (accidently) and we ran till the end of 

the running day. 

Lloyd Dickens; Beddgelert with rack of historic Welsh Highland Railway coaches 

John Seward’s Victoria NSA 2-6-2 and freight train 
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Ian Webb with Lady Anne at Porthmadog 

Lloyd Dickens; Beddgelert with rack of historic Welsh Highland Railway coaches 
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We held an enjoyable if rather hot running day 

(afternoon) on my railway the Jackson County on 

Sunday 1st March with the majority of the members of 

our very informal group attending. The day was hot 

and sunny in contrast to the downpour that usually 

occurs when I host a running day, indeed the greatest 

challenge was finding a shady spot to shelter in the 

afternoon sunshine. Running was mainly steam with 

Andy Wyman’s Davidson gear loco and Steam Tram 

and my DRGW C-16 2-8-0 although Grant 

Alexander’s LGB mogul did most of the actual 

running. 

March Waikato Garden Railway Meeting 
John Mayne, Hamilton 

Raynor, Andy, John watching Andy Wyman and his 

Davidson geared loco 

Just about everyone sheltering under a large liquid 

amber tree at the main station. 

Steam tram on its perambulations, the loco is a 

single cylinder oscillator which runs at a very 

respectable speed around the railway, 

Grant Alexander’s LGB mogul and train which 

performed faultlessly 
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Live steam Accucraft C16 278, unfortunately the pony truck 

continued to de-rail on the frog of one point requiring 

adjustment to the track and pony truck. 

Line up of rail trucks at the loco depot my daughter 

Skye set up the figures including her collection of 

Schleich horses for the running day. 

For me the biggest task was putting the trains away at the end of the day though it was cooler in the evening.  

The K27 just about fits on the turntable, a piece of pine decking which pivots on a coach screw on plate 

washers. 
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March Running Day at Dave Allen’s Railway 
Chris Drowley, Tawa 

Dave Allen’s running day, the major being the unveiling of a new backdrop painted by a neighbour across the 

street. Same gent has a few murals around the Porirua area brightening subways and the like.  
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Tadbroke Hollow Railroad 
Iain Collingwood, Rolleston 

The Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

was due to be held at Noel & Denise Collingwood’s 

home on Sunday 22nd March 2020.  This was due to 

be the official opening of Noels new railroad.  

If you cast your mind back to 2016, Noel and Denise 

were living in Kaikoura and just after Noel had 

completed his Tadbroke Hollow Railroad as luck 

would have it Kaikoura was struck with a 7.8 

magnitude earthquake which damaged his layout 

before a club meeting could take place.  

Fast forward a few years and a move to Rangiora, 

Noel has just completed his version 2 layout, as he 

was readying himself for the impending club 

meeting.  As you all are aware the meeting would be 

cancelled due to the country preparing for isolation 

lockdown.  

The railroad has been constructed slightly elevated 

from ground level with approximately 80% on cable 

tray and the other 20% on a raised garden bed, with 

all of it covered by artificial grass to blend into the 

garden surroundings.  

Noel has scratch built most of his buildings bar from 

a couple, which have been heavily modified from 

Piko or Pola plastic kits and parts he has obtained. If 

these were a dog, he would have used every part 

except for the bark! Hope you enjoy these photos and 

hopefully we will see you at the postponed grand 

opening sometime soon. 
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10 
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12 
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For battery radio control or track power. Easy screwdriver installation.  Remote control, available 
separately, enables adjustments without dismantling the loco. 

For Steam … synchronised, load sensitive chuff,  16 variable plain and chime 
whistles, bell, safety valve, live steam injector, “All aboard”, guard’s whistle, 
brake squeal and Westinghouse brake pump. 

For Heavy Diesels … 6 adjustable, load sensitive engine types, 6 variable horns, 
bell,  brake release, engine start/stop, brake squeal, “All aboard”, guard’s whistle 
and switchable turbocharger. 

 
For Light Diesels … Soundcard with 100% recorded sounds including selectable horns, 

brakes,  two engines, guard, start up and shut down 

For Electric Traction for locos and multiple units with  5 horns, 4 motor sounds, 2 
compressors, brake release and more. 
 

For Trams and Streetcars … with 3 bells/gongs, 8 horns/air whistles, 
buzzer, brake and rail squeal, 3 compressors and two motor sounds. 

For Railbuses … 2 adjustable, load sensitive 
engine types, 5 horns, bell,  brake release, engine start/stop, etc.  

   www.mylocosound.com     

 NEXT GENERATION UNIVERSAL SOUNDCARDS FOR ONLY $99 

Available from 
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies 

 Phone: 03 551 2142 or 021 2646 945 

 Email: cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

NEW 

NEW 

STOCK ARRIVING LATE APRIL 2020 



Quality 45 mm gauge brass track for indoor or outdoor use.  Code 332 rail 

compatible with all overseas tracks 

Now available in 5ft (1.5m) lengths, comprising 2 lengths of rail, plastic 

sleepers with two rail joiners, for only $53.00, plus postage, at cost. Track is in 

“Kit form”.  

Why pay $80.00 or more for imported track when you can purchase locally. 

Postage is the most cost efficient method to send the track.  3m lengths also 

available, but need to be shipped by truck. 

North Island orders will be despatched from Auckland. 

Contact:  Graeme Quayle Phone 09 416 7600 gray.quayle@xtra.co.nz 

South Island orders will be despatched from Rangiora. 

Contact:  Ian C Galbraith Phone 03 551 2142 cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

Page 25 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Crest Revolution Remote Control System for G 

Scale Battery Power 

Sold as Transmitter Only, Transmitter and Receiver, 

Sound Decoder Only, or Transmitter and Power Pack 

for Track Power 

Sounds, and operation controlled by push buttons 

Handheld can hold up to 50 locos  

Can be wired to any G Scale Locomotive, or plug-n-

play for Aristo craft Locomotives   

NZ Distributor-  

Contact:   Phone: (04) 2338555     

Email: sales@mackstrack.co.nz 

Sunset Valley Railroad 

Thinking of going pneumatic for your switch (turnout) 

operation? Our comprehensive system is simple to install 

and use, and it has proven to be very reliable in service 

with all metal components, not plastic. Compatible with 

the old Del-Air and E-Z Aire systems.  Nearly every 

product made in the USA 

www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com 

pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com 

+1 253 862 6748 

New Zealand distributor 

Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies 

cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz 

Phone: 03 551 2142 

April 10-13 2020 CANCELLED NZAMRC Convention, Christchurch 

May 9-10 2020 CANCELLED Dunedin Model Train Show,  

May 31- June 6 2020 36th Garden Railway Convention, Nashville, TN, USA 

May 31 –June  1 2020 CANCELLED Model Train Show, Hastings. 

July 4-5 2020 Ashburton Model Train Show 

July 11-12 2020 Hobby Expo, Taupo 

July 18-19 2020 Mercury Bay MRC Exhibition 

October 3-4 2020 The BIG Model Train Show, Christchurch 

February 6-8 2021 12th  NZ Garden Railway Convention, Christchurch  

June 28-July 3 2021 37th  Garden Railway Convention, Denver, CO, USA 

2022 38th  Garden Railway Convention, Santa Clara CA, USA 

COMING EVENTS 

Eight new railways not previously seen 

before 

Several clinics/workshops 

Buy, Sell & Swap 

Meals 

Banquet 

For Updates send contact details to: 

2021ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz 
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Club Events and Contacts  
 

Auckland:  

Running Days cancelled until further notice 

Club  Contact: Auckland Garden Railway Society Inc  Email: gardenrailauckland@gmail.com 

Philip Sharp, Ph: 09 600 2157 

Waikato:  
Running Days cancelled until further notice 

Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato. Email:  sandnlipsey@gmail.com  

Stefan Lipsey, P O Box 612, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton, 3240,  Ph: 07 859 3650 
 

Wairarapa:  
Running Days cancelled until further notice 

 

Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. Email: Lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz 

C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton.  Ph 06 370 3790.  

 

Wellington:  
Running Days cancelled until further notice 

Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group.  Email: cdrowley@xtra.co.nz 

Coordinator: Chris Drowley, 47 Chester Road, Tawa 5028, Ph: 0274 496 907 
 

 

Christchurch:  
Running Days cancelled until further notice 

NOTE: The AGM has been postponed to a date to be advised.   

 

Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group: Email: Secy@culcreuchfold.org.nz   

Secretary/Treasurer: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400 Ph 03 5512142 

President: Andrew Wilson, 021 273 3047 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news from various 
G scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found above.  

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

Editor: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.  

Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz  


