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THE GARDEN WHISTLE

CGRG President’s Ramblings
A Happy New Year to all out there in New Zealand and points
further afield
It has been brought to my attention our wee newsletter is well
read in other parts of the world, in particular Australia, the
United States and Canada
Hello from down under and too the right, that’s where you will
find us on the big map of the world, right of Australia. (Always
Right) You are welcome to come visit once the madness is
over, you will be made most welcome
We are most fortunate, here in little old NZ as being and island
and being able to shut our borders effectively and follow the
instructions of those we elected to protect us. We have
eradicated the COVID-19 disease and are able to spend
Christmas holidays, three weeks for me spending time
with family and friends, do a little garden railroading, well a lot
actually and showing off (if that’s the term) the hard labour of
the last two years as my railway starts to become operational,
well partly
Christmas is the time to think of others and support those less
fortunate than us

I do a little charity work, I help at the Christmas light show in
Shand’s Road, looking after the G scale trains and entertaining
the kids and also some work on full size steam engines at
McLean’s Island, lots of fun
In a couple of days my children, their partners and my grandson
are coming to see me and spend time together celebrating
family time together with me and my wife. Awesome
I then will head away for some R and R in Hanmer Springs,
read a little, walk and cycle even less and maybe go to the hot
pools to soak once or twice

Then off to a wedding of my daughter in Wanaka, then up to
the Sounds to fish for a snapper with my son and uncle
I know I am lucky and most fortunate, really looking forward to
signing off this rather weird year we have lived through
I wish everyone, big and small, near and far a very very safe
and happy Christmas break. Think of your loved ones here and
gone and hold on to your happy memories as they are the best
ones
Kia kaha, Be Strong
Andrew Wilson

What’s he up to Now?
Andrew Wilson, West Melton

Main Yard Ballasted
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Above: Work on return loop.

Below: Ballasting completed
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CGRG Visit to The Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway
Photos by Bill Stanley

The December Running Day was held on Saturday 12
December 2020 on a very hot summer afternoon,
Unfortunately the heat kept a number of members
away.
Battery power was the order of the day and trains ran

from around 1:00pm to 4:00pm, with break for
afternoon tea
Apart from a couple of, previously, undetected track
faults all ran smoothly

Piko Mogul on the Main at Sherenden, GP9 in the loop

Piko Mogul on the Main at Culcreuch, GP9 in the loop
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GP9 in the loop at Sherenden awaiting clearance

Piko Mogul passing Cottonwood

Page 6

THE GARDEN WHISTLE

Busy Mai lines
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All action in the town of Nathan
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Crossing the dry river on the King Truss bridge

Trains passing through Nathan

Page 9

THE GARDEN WHISTLE

2021 Garden Railway Convention
6-8 February 2021
Registrations are being received now that the COVID-19 Alert Level
is down to 1.
Airlines are now listing greatly reduced flight costs, so now is the
time to register for the Convention and make travel bookings.
There will be eleven layouts to visit over the three days. Eight of
these are new since the 2015 Christchurch. The other three have
been updated. Some are track powered, while others are battery or
steam operation only
Prototypes modelled include NZR, European, American in scales from 1:20.3 through to 1:24
Clinics/Workshops: These will include methods of weathering wood structures, Weathering models,
setting up for scratch building
Trade Stand and Buy, Sell & Swap tables will be provided
Full Registration, Including all evening meals is $170,00
Payment may be made by Internet Banking to: CGRG 02 0820 0432546 02
Provide your name as Reference
Cheques may be posted to: 2021 Convention, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400
2021ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz or 021 2646 945

Page 10

THE GARDEN WHISTLE

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Christmas Running Day
From Lloyd Dickens
Our Christmas do had to change locations due to the
previous host becoming unwell.
I was advised while travelling to Thames, fortunately
by the next morning the Haste family came to the
rescue. Wayne cleaned up the BBQ and cleaned the
track so all was ready to go for a BBQ lunch.
A great turn out by persons we do not normally see
means that the photos that go with this article will not
just be Isle of Man Trains or Mallett’s.
Wayne’s out door track is all raised to a convenient
height and level making it ideal for Live Steam.

Wayne normally runs only DCC but many of us run
battery power. Both types ran together without any
problems.
It was great to see Murray Bold from Ashhurst with
his 3D printed trains. Then we have a new member
who purchased a Garden Railway Locomotive by
accident. Imagine the shock when you are expecting
an OO model diesel and you get a garden railway
size locomotive.
Thanks to our hosts for a great day.

Peter Milburn, Wayne Haste , Murray Clarke and Dean Ellicock
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Above: Tony King’s Santa Fe train.

Below: Clinton Buller’s BNSF train
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Above: Peter Murray’s train.

Below: Dean Ellicock’s DB locomotive
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Above: Murray Bold’s 3D printed cane train

Below: Murray Bold’s 3D printed

Borrodale Viaduct 2 Finishing the Viaduct
John Boyson: Pokeno

The finished viaduct waiting to be installed.
This article has been prepared for joint publication in the Garden Whistle and G1MRA NZ newsletter.
Photos and plans provided by the author.
In the last article the viaduct had just been cast and stripped. It now needed to be finished. The list of jobs to
do were:
1. Carve the side span stonework
2. Cast and carve the parapets
3. Plaster and smooth the main arch including the soffit to represent the concrete finish in that area.
4. Cut the grooved arch rings on each side of the main arch.
5. Lay, ballast and paint the track
The first job was to carve the two side spans. This was done immediately following the removal of the

formwork whilst the casting was still green.

Side span stone work carved. Note the temporary supports to the ends of the side spans whilst the casting is
still green
Following this, a start was made of the plastering of the main arch sides. The soffit remained inaccessible for
the time being since the centring had to stay in place for a couple of weeks to allow the casting to gain
strength. The plastering involved applying a neat cement water mix and then sanding down. It took over five
coatings gradually reducing in coverage to achieve the final smooth coat.
First coat of plaster applied to the outer face of the main span.

The inside face with a second coat applied
After a week (again to allow the main casting to gain strength) the reinforcing mesh was trimmed down to the
finished height for the various levels of parapet including the castellation’s. The parapets were then formed
and cast in the following order:
1. Outside central section over main span.
2. Inside central section over main span.
3. Outside sections over side spans.
4. Inside sections over side span.
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The mesh has been cut down to size and the formwork for the first parapet casting has been installed. Work on
final smoothing of the main span sides was suspended at this point for obvious reasons (the clamps are in the
way). It was also convenient to wait until the centring was removed because the corners between the soffit and
sides would inevitably suffer when this happened.
The day after each section was cast, the formwork was removed and carving was done to represent the
stonework. The castellation slots were formed with polystyrene inserts. These were gently sawn and prised out
following completion of the carving. Some remedial work was needed later to reform the string course along
the base of the parapets. I added outdoor pva glue to the mortar mix for this to add a bit more strength in what
is a somewhat vulnerable area.

Casting and carving done
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Both central sections are complete and the outside side span sections have been cast.

The formwork stripped showing the raw casting and polystyrene inserts. Casting these in one go and carving
out the stone areas leaving caps and other protrusions is by far the easiest way to go with these highly
detailed sections. A hacksaw cut down the middle of the polystyrene inserts, after carving is complete, eases
removal without risking damage to the surrounding mortar.
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The parapets are complete and the main span centring is being eased out
Having completed the parapets, Tracklaying could start. This followed the principles I have outlined
previously.
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The bridge has been moved onto fresh stools and the support beams have been removed allowing access to the
soffit. Track has been assembled and aligned. Clearances are being checked before
was
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At the same time, the casting was now strong enough to allow the centring for the main span to be safely

removed. To facilitate this, the centring had previously been elevated with MDF shims to ensure it pushed
hard up to the casting mould. These were carefully removed and the centring was gently eased down. The
casting was then moved sideways onto fresh stools to allow the beams that supported the centrings to be
removed. This gave access to the main arch soffit for finishing. There had been a bit of sagging in a couple of
isolated areas in the soffit formwork under the main span despite my best efforts to prevent this. An angle
grinder made short work of this. Plastering then restarted.

The first coat of plaster on the soffit of the main arch. Remedial works on the string course are also underway.
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Track ballasting underway

More plastering
The last job was to cut the decorative arch ring grooves on each side. This was done a week after the
plastering work on the sides was finished to allow the plaster to gain strength. The central keystone grooves
were scribed first since these extend from the soffit crown to the string course. I used an old triangular file
with a squared off end to form the grooves after initial scribing. The arch ring was scribed and grooved next.
Finally the arch ring stone edges (voussoirs) were cut. By the time this job was done, the track ballasting had
gained enough strength to allow the viaduct to be installed outside. This process will be covered in the final
article.
As a final note, when inspecting the prototype all those years ago, it was clear that the concrete on this was
built up in horizontal layers right through the arch ring. Thus, the outline grooves depicting the arch ring are
purely decorative and serve no structural purpose whatsoever!
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2021 Garden Railway Convention
6-8 February 2021
Registrations are being received now that the COVID-19 Alert Level
is down to 1.
Airlines are now listing greatly reduced flight costs, so now is the
time to register for the Convention and make travel bookings.
There will be eleven layouts o visit over the three days. Eight of these
are new since the 2015 Christchurch. The other three have been updated. Some are track powered, while others are battery or steam
operation only
Prototypes modelled include NZR, European, American in scales
from 1:20.3 through to 1:24
Clinics/Workshops: These will include methods of weathering wood structures, Weathering models,
setting up for scratch building
Trade Stand and Buy, Sell & Swap tables will be provided
Full Registration, Including all evening meals is $170,00
Payment may be made by Internet Banking to: CGRG 02 0820 0432546 02
Provide your name as Reference
Cheques may be posted to: 2021 Convention, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400
2021ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz or 021 2646 945

2021 NZ Garden Railway
Convention Montage
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12th NZ Garden Railway Convention
Christchurch, 6-8 February 2021
COVID-19
The Convention will be conducted under the COVID-19 Level 1 protocols applicable at
the time of the Convention. The details given on your Registration Form are suitable for
Contact Tracing. The Russley Golf Club has it’s own Contact Tracing procedures,
which the Convention Committee will comply with.

Hand sanitiser will be avail be at the venue and all layouts. There is currently no requirement that masks be worn, but if you feel the need for a mask we suggest you provide your own quantity for the duration of your stay in Christchurch.
In the event that the COVID-19 Level 2 or above come into force, a full refund of your
registration will be made.
Contact: 2021ngrc@culcreuchfold.org.nz or Phone 021 2646 945 for more information

NEXT GENERATION UNIVERSAL SOUNDCARDS FOR ONLY $99
For battery radio control or track power. Easy screwdriver installation. Remote control, available
separately, enables adjustments without dismantling the loco.
For Steam … synchronised, load sensitive chuff, 16 variable plain and chime
whistles, bell, safety valve, live steam injector, “All aboard”, guard’s whistle,
brake squeal and Westinghouse brake pump.
For Heavy Diesels … 6 adjustable, load sensitive engine types, 6 variable horns,
bell, brake release, engine start/stop, brake squeal, “All aboard”, guard’s whistle
and switchable turbocharger.
For Light Diesels … Soundcard with 100% recorded sounds including selectable horns,
brakes, two engines, guard, start up and shut down
For Electric Traction for locos and multiple units with 5 horns, 4 motor sounds, 2
compressors, brake release and more.
For Trams and Streetcars … with 3 bells/gongs, 8 horns/air whistles,
buzzer, brake and rail squeal, 3 compressors
and two motor sounds.

NEW

NEW

For Railbuses … 2 adjustable, load sensitive engine types, 5 horns, bell,
brake release, engine start/stop, etc.

www.mylocosound.com

Available from
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies
Phone: 03 551 2142 or 021 2646 945

Stock now on available in New Zealand
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Crest Revolution Remote Control System for G
Scale Battery Power
Sold as Transmitter Only, Transmitter and Receiver,
Sound Decoder Only, or Transmitter and Power Pack
for Track Power
Sounds, and operation controlled by push buttons
Handheld can hold up to 50 locos
Can be wired to any G Scale Locomotive, or plug-nplay for Aristo craft Locomotives
NZ DistributorContact:
Phone: (04) 2338555
Email: sales@mackstrack.co.nz

Sunset Valley Railroad
Thinking of going pneumatic for your switch (turnout)
operation? Our comprehensive system is simple to install
and use, and it has proven to be very reliable in service
with all metal components, not plastic. Compatible with
the old Del-Air and E-Z Aire systems. Nearly every
product made in the USA
www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com
pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com
+1 253 862 6748
New Zealand distributor
Culcreuch Fold Garden Railway Model Supplies
cfgrms@culcreuchfold.org.nz
Phone: 03 551 2142

COMING EVENTS
February 6-8 2021
March 6-7 2021
May 8-9 2021
May 30- June 5 2021
April 15-18 2022
2022
2023

12th NZ Garden Railway Convention, Christchurch
Live Steam Meet, Lloyd Dickens 55 Titoki St, Masterton
Dunedin Model Train Show, Mosgiel
36th Garden Railway Convention, Nashville, TN, USA
NZAMRC Convention, Christchurch
th
37 Garden Railway Convention, Denver, CO, USA
38h Garden Railway Convention, Santa Clara CA, USA

reindeerpas.com
rldhobbies.com

Quayle Rail will again be available in here
metre lengths in late January or early February
2021
It will be available from both Masterton and
Christchurch
Details to be announced on arrival of rail
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Club Events and Contacts
January 2021: TBA

Auckland

Club Contact: Auckland Garden Railway Society Inc Email: gardenrailauckland@gmail.com
Philip Sharp, Ph: 09 600 2157

Waikato:

Running Days/Meetings cancelled until further notice
Club Contact: GROW: Garden Railway Operators of Waikato. Email: sandnlipsey@gmail.com

Stefan Lipsey, P O Box 612, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton, 3240, Ph: 07 859 3650

Wairarapa:
January 2021: TBA
Club Contact: Wairarapa Garden Railway Group. Email: Lloyd.dickens@wise.net.nz
C/- Lloyd Dickens, 55 Titoki Street, Masterton. Ph 06 370 3790.

Wellington:
January 2021: TBA
Club Contact: Wellington Garden Railway Group. Email: bilthompson @xtra.co.nz
Coordinator: Brent Thompson, 6 Bodmin Terrace, Camborne, Ph 022 619 4006

Christchurch:
January 2021: TBA
Club Contact: Christchurch Garden Railway Group: Email: Secy@culcreuchfold.org.nz
Secretary: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400 Ph 03 5512142
President: Andrew Wilson, 021 273 3047

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news from various
G scale Groups in New Zealand.
Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found above.
Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg attachments.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the
Christchurch Garden Railway Group
Editor: Ian C Galbraith, 3 Church Street, RANGIORA 7400.
Email: GW@culcreuchfold.org.nz

