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THE GARDEN WHISTLE  

Hi Team 

Well level one and being able to catch up with fellow 
modellers and friends has made me realise that 
human contact is a big part of who we all are 

It will effect each individual in a different way but 
overall most of us enjoy the giving and receiving of 
affections, not the touching feely type but the 
reaction from others about what we have done or 
thought about or brought and the responses we get 
from them. 

It was awesome to spend some time with friends 
recently at Tinwald near Ash Vegas and at our recent 
club get together, it shows that we care about each 
other (well some do) 

The models on display were awesome, you could 
visit several times and see something different or that 
you missed. Lots to take in and heaps of G scale 

That said Christmas is soon to be upon us, and 
Nicola seems to think I have enough trains (I say no) 
so what do I get myself this year, Noel knows what I 
want. 

I hope you all have been good boys and girls and that 
Santa has you on his nice and not naughty list. I seem 
to skip between the two like a yo yo. brownie points 
earned; brownie points lost. I will never learn. 

I have several days booked next week on the layout 
after taking my lovely wife on a holiday to celebrate 
our wedding anniversary, so watch this space for 
update next month 

Hope you are all enjoying your garden railroading, I 
am 

As a side note, our long standing newsletter editor is 
standing down, Please think about what you can 
contribute to the hobby in this role, I feel it needs to 
be a team as against one person so propose that a 
group of three be the team 

Food for thought, let me know your feelings on this 

Kia Kaha 

Andrew Wilson 

Kind regards 

Cover Photo: Another 
perspective of the mountain on 
the Wilson Valley Railroad 

Mount Wilson is taking shape, Thanks to 
Iain Collingwood and Douglas Wall the two 
top pieces of very heavy stone were placed 
last Saturday  Awesome team, The wall in 
front was dressed earlier in the month.  
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Above:  

The blockwork to the 
embankments are getting dressed 
with stone, This is a long and time 
consuming process but I am happy 
with how it is coming together 

 

Left: 

When not working on my layout I 
am also working towards my steam 
ticket at McLeanôs Island 

This is my wife Nicolaôs Great 
Grandfatherôs Loco , He used it on 
the West Coast at KDV mill, Hari 
Hari , Houston timbers 



Page 4 
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CGRG Visit to The Toy Collector 
Photos by Dean Farrow 

The October gathering for members of the Christchurch 
Garden Railway Group was at The Toy Collector in 
Manchester Street, Christchurch. 

There was a good attendance to view the wide range of toys 
and models on display, ranging from G scale to Lego, 
Meccano, Matchbox, Tonka Toys, Fun Ho, Star Wars, 
Batman and other Super Heroes.    A large display of earth 

moving equipment, another of Super Cars featuring Greg 
Murphy and Peter Brock 

One display had toys from the 1940; 50s, 60ôs and 70ôs set 
out by decades. 

No matter what your interest. There was something for 
everyone. 

Meccano Models.  As Dean has a caravan, he had to take this photo. 

Part of the Star Wars collection 
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A building set from earlier days.  Dean Still has some of his 

Batman display 
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My version of low cost trees that will be used largely 

on the rebuilt section of the railway which is being 

prepared for the upcoming 2021 Convention. 

I have used 16mm dowel cut to a length of 350mm, 

tapered down with a spoke shave, to represent the 

trunk, and painted. 

The mounting tube is 22mm OD. 

The holes for the branches were drilled at 75mm 

spacing and the branches glued with Selleys Power 

Grip Gel 

When the glue has set the branches were trimmed to 

give the trees a more convincing look 

Whatôs on the Workbench 
Dennis Lindsay,  Lincoln 

Version 1: Two Christmas trees purchased from The Warehouse and wired 
together. Some trimming was required to flatten the two faces and the offcuts 
retained for use on the second tree. 
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Version 2: This second tree will take a little longer to complete. 
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The group put on a display at the St Markôs Church 
Fair on Saturday morning. We just laid the track on 
the ground and Murray Clarke brought along some 
wood packing pieces to support the track when the 
ground was a little uneven. 

For the kids we ran all the morning with Thomas or 
Percy from Joan Dickens stable of models.  

Murray as usual had his Mallet running. The event 
was ended with rain about 11:15 am so we packed up 
and went home 

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group promotion at St Markôs Church Fair 
Lloyd Dickens, Masterton 
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This running day has been a long time coming as the 

last attempt was in late March. 

The wait was well worth it. Peter has extended the 

railway over the river necessitating a couple of high 

bridges. He has also changed the layout to make it a 

continuous run. Before it was two loops one inside 

the other. So now we have a figure eight in the centre 

as part of a double loop. Words are hard to describe 

the layout, but the picture will show it better. The 

track is DCC but many of us do not have DCC so 

there was an option to run without it.  

The raised track is well supported so is mostly level 

except in the centre with the figure eight. 

Peter had invited Ian Webb and John Seward from 

Wellington and Dan Hughes from Masterton. So, we 

had a bigger range of models to view.  

John Seward ran a diesel early on then his live steam 

latter. 

Dan Hughes had a great Military train; the props 

build over lock down consisted of 1/35th scale tanks. 

Matched with 1/29 to 1/32 trains they do not look bad 

at all. Later in the day a suitable loco was attached to 

the rake. 

A great afternoon tea was provided and thanks to 

some great weather we all had a great time. 

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group  

Running day at Peter Milburnôs Railway 
Lloyd Dickens, Masterton 

Dan Hughesô military train hauled by Murray Clarke's Mallet 
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Centre of Peterôs railway 

The river end of Peterôs railway 
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John Seawardôs diesel about to cross the bridge 

The Old Mill Dremel Grain Company 


